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MASTER'S MINUTE, May 06, 2016 "Cable-Tow”


My Brothers,

In Masonry we speak of a Cable-Tow. The Cable-Tow, we are told, is purely Masonic in its meaning and use.  It is defined in the dictionary, but Masonry has its own vocabulary, and our words cannot always be defined for the benefit of the uninitiated.
Even in Masonic lore the word cable-tow varies in form and use.  In an early pamphlets by Samuel Pritchard, issued in 1730, the cable-tow is a called a “Cable-Rope,” and in another edition a “Tow-Line.” In neither pamphlet is the word used in exactly the form and sense in which it is used today.  In the Craft it has almost too many meanings.  After all, the whole Lodge is a symbol.  Every object, every act is symbolical.  The whole fits together into a system of symbolism by which Masonry veils, and yet reveals, the truth it seeks to teach to such as have eyes to see and are ready to receive it.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What is the meaning of the Cable-Tow then?  As I mentioned in my March Master’s Minute, it can have many meanings symbolically, each one meaningful to the individual, based on his own interpretation.  I believe the cable-tow is the outward and visible symbol of a vow in which a man has pledged his life.  Its length and strength are measured by the ability of the man to fulfill his obligation and his sense of the moral sanctity of his obligation - a test, that is, both of his capacity and of his character.  Each man knows his own cable-tow, yet one can sometimes over extend himself.  He does this because he cares so much for the beloved Craft that he will try and do whatever it takes to participate and give back.  Unfortunately, at times that can lead to disappointment, by not only letting slip one’s commitments within the Craft, but more so by letting down himself and his fellow brothers.  For this reason, it is important that we are able to subdue our passions and know our limitations, that we know the length of our own cable-tow.
As men in the world, and as brothers in the Craft, we all have limitations.  Limitations on time and limitation on financial resources, just to name a few.  These limitations should never be interpreted as limitation on commitment.  We are all committed to each other’s success, to the success of our Lodge, to the success of the Fraternity and the success of our greater local community… to the success of all mankind.  We strive to make good men better, and thereby make ourselves better and consequently make the word a better place.  In this though, try to always remember the length of your own cable-tow.  You will end up a better Mason for acknowledging it.
This can also be viewed in another way as well.  Let us remember that a cable-tow has two ends.  If it binds a Mason to the Fraternity, by the same fact it binds the Fraternity to each man in it.  The one obligation needs to be emphasized as much as the other.  The Fraternity is under vows to its members to guide, instruct and train them for the effective service of the Craft and of humanity.  This guidance is important and crucial if we expect to succeed as men and as Masons.  Let us hope we can guide, and receive the guidance we need, to make ourselves, our Lodge and our world a better place.
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